
The new OpenLearn Create site 

In January 2017 OpenLearn Works was 
relaunched as OpenLearn Create. The 
site is an open platform for hosting 
free courses and can be used by 
anyone to create and publish their 
course. 
 
The changes to OpenLearn Create 
involved both redesign and 
redevelopment. This has refreshed and 
modernised the site and improved the 
functionality as part of an ongoing 

programme of redevelopment to support course creators and learners alike. Further 
improvements to the design and functionality will continue through 2017. OEPS has helped 
fund and inform these developments as some of the courses we are helping 
partners create are being hosted on OpenLearn Create, such as ‘Understanding 
Parkinson’s’, ‘My Seaweed Looks Weird’ and ‘Becoming an Open Educator’. 
 
The new design of OpenLearn Create now has integrated 
subject and skills taxonomies as well as course level, study 
hours, language and provider, which helps learners filter the 
courses on the platform to find courses they may wish to study 
via the Free courses page. There is also a Google Custom search 
of all the site contents for finding courses quickly and another 
Google Custom search for finding OER hosted on other OER 
repository sites around the world which could be reused in the 
course you build.   

Another new feature is the Collections of courses. Previously, project collections could only be 
set up by the site administrators and had limited functionality. Now anyone who has created a 
course or several courses can set up their own collection of courses which are featured on the 
Collections page. This means that organisations and projects can provide an introduction to the 
courses they have created on the site and can update the Collection page themselves. 

Navigation around the site is improved by making the breadcrumb trail much more visible and 

top menu links which are available across the site. 

Contd . . .  
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www.open.edu/openlearnworks 

http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2161
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2161
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2187
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2274
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/local/ocwfreecourses/freecourse.php
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/local/ocwcollections/collections.php
https://oepscotland.org/blog/


The Gathering 2017 

On 22-23 February, OEPS attended The Gathering – 
an event organised by Scottish Council for Volun-
tary Organisations (SCVO) at the SECC Exhibition 
Centre, Glasgow. Pete Cannell, Ronald Macintyre, 
Una Bartley and Tim Smith spent two enjoyable 
days talking to visitors about OER in the third sec-
tor. Almost one hundred people visited the OEPS 
stand and forty-five completed the interactive post-
er.  
 
Ronald Macintyre (OEPS) with Claire Hewitt 
(Parkinson’s UK) also facilitated the free workshop 
Exploring opportunities and challenges in open and 
online content for the third sector, which was 
attended by 22 people. Feedback from participants 
was positive; one participant commented “Your ses-
sion certainly gave me a lot to think about in terms 
of the process of open and free information and 
thinking carefully about what our aims of the open 
content is”. 
 

OEPS workshop at The Gathering 2017 (CC BY 4.0, OEPS) 

The site hosts 4 expert guidance courses about Open Educational Resources and Practices: 
 

  How to make an Open Online Course (written by the OU Free Learning team at The 
 Open University with contributions from OEPS) 
  Becoming an open educator (written by the OEPS project team) 
  Learning to (Re)Use Open Educational Resources (written by the ExplOERer project) 
  How to become an Online Facilitator (written by The Open University) 
 

OpenLearn Create is a Moodle platform, and supports file, image, video and audio uploads as well 

as offering activity tools such as forum, blog, wiki, choice and glossary. It also has assessment 

tools such as questionnaires, quizzes and workshop for moderated peer assessment, has sophisti-

cated learner progress tracking tools and supports Digital Open Badges and Statement of Partici-

pation. 

OpenLearn Create also has guidance on how to set up a course using Moodle. It continues to be 

free for users to create, remix and host courses on OpenLearn Create with supported projects 

paying a service fee for additional features or functionality, such as structured content or sup-

ported closed cohorts. Sophisticated features such as learner progress tracking and open badges 

can either be set up by course creators using on site guidance or can be set up by the OEPS Pro-

ject or The Open University on your behalf for a service fee.  

OEPS stall at The Gathering 2017 (CC BY 4.0, OEPS) 

https://thegathering.eventgrid.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2221
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2274
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2500
http://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/course/view.php?id=2294
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


OE global and OER17 preview 

OEPS will be represented at the international Open Education (OE) Global conference (http://
conference.oeconsortium.org/2017) on 8-10th March in Cape Town, South Africa. Anna Page 
(OEPS Senior Producer) will be presenting a paper on the participatory course production in open 
practice and also has a poster on the OEPS Hub (www.oeps.ac.uk) and good practice case studies. 
Beck Pitt and Bea de los Arcos (OEPS Researchers) will also be participating. During the confer-
ence the Open Education Consortium will award their annual Open Education Awards of Excel-
lence and we are delighted to have been given an “Honorable Mention” in the Open Course/
OCW/MOOC category [http://www.oeconsortium.org/projects/open-education-awards-for-

excellence/honorable-mentions/] for our 
open badged course Becoming an Open 
Educator.  
 
OEPS will also be at OER17 (https://
oer17.oerconf.org/) on 5-6th April in Lon-
don. This year the conference focuses on 
The Politics of Open. Anna Page will pre-
sent a paper on the development of Open-

Learn Create, drawing on the experiences of OEPS co-production of courses hosted on it. Beck 
Pitt, Bea de los Arcos and Martin Weller will be presenting a paper on the international context of 
open educational practice as it relates to Scotland. Ronald Macintyre and Pete Cannell will be 
presenting a paper on open educational practices and the third sector. These papers showcase 
the wide range of open educational resources and practices that are taking place in Scot-
land. OEPS team members, Ronald Macintyre, Bea de los Arcos, and Rosemarie Mcilwhan have 
also been involved in the OER17 organising committee, including peer reviewing abstracts for the 
conference. 

Contact us 

http://oepscotland.org                   @OEPScotland         oepscotland@gmail.com 

And lastly, a sketch  

note . . . 

For those of us who won’t be at OE 
Global, Beck Pitt has helpfully sum-
marised Anna’s talk.  

 

Keep your eyes peeled 
for the next OEPS news-
letter. 

 

 
Anna Page (OEPS Project) OE Global 2017 (Beck Pitt, CC-BY 2.0)  
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