
Becoming an Open Educator is live! 

We are pleased and excited to announce that our open badged online course Becoming an 
Open Educator is now live on OpenLearn Works!  Focused on how free and 
open might change your approach to teaching and learning the course is 
aimed at educators, facilitators and administrators across all sectors. The 
OEPS team collaboratively developed the course and the lead author was 
Beck Pitt.  An earlier version of the course was openly peer reviewed.  

During Becoming an Open Educator you will discover how to find open 
resources and their benefits and consider whether they change the 

relationship to the content you create. You’ll also reflect on your own practice and what open 
might mean for your own context. Who might use any open educational resources you create 
and what do you need to consider to ensure your resource is visible and re-useable?  The 
course also explains how ‘open’ licences work in supporting open sharing and reuse and is full 
of lots of best practice examples of open practice and suggestions. The course includes a series 
of quizzes which count towards a digital badge.  If you read through all the material in the 
course you will receive a Statement of Participation. 

You can find the course at www.open.edu/openlearnworks/becoming-open-educator 

Opening Educational Practices in Scotland (OEPS) is a Scottish 
Funding Council three-year project which promotes and 
facilitates best practice in open education in Scotland.  

Find out more about the project! Read the recently published 
Opening Educational Practices in Scotland (OEPS) in the open 
access Journal of Interactive Media in Education; download our 
new project flyer or visit our website. 
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Celebrate OEP (CC BY 4.0, OEPS) 

Explore Best Practice  

Head to the OEPS Hub to find an array of best    practice case 
studies and examples reflecting the   diversity of open education 
across Scotland. From The University of Edinburgh building an 
“open culture” to students as co-creators of OER at Dundee Uni-
versity, there’s something for everyone!  

This is the best day of my life! (CC BY-NC 2.0, Bea de los Arcos) 

Upcoming seminar: Open Educational Resources: An International Perspec-
tive  by Prof. Rory McGreal 

 Time: 14:00-16:00, Tuesday 27th September  

 Venue: Common Room, The Open University in Scotland, 10 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edin-
burgh EH3 7QJ  

For further details about the seminar and booking information, please visit our Eventbrite page  
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Understanding Parkinson’s in partnership with 
Parkinson’s UK 

The P in OEPS stands for practices but it has also involved policy, 

participation and partnership.  Working with Parkinson’s UK is a 

good example of the last of these P’s.  We’ve co-created a new 

openly licensed course Understanding Parkinson’s.  Aimed at front 

line Health and Social Care staff the course comprises of around 25 hours of learning, formative 

and summative quizzes and a digital badge.  

We piloted the course  in Spring 2016 in the Western Isles of Scotland, tracking learners, and also 

conducting interviews and a focus group with a small group of participants.  Some reflected on 

the value of the resource in creating resilience in an area where access to specialist help is 

limited.  Others spoke about the role of the course in helping them understand and interpret 

what they see on a daily basis, pointing to a role for OER in enabling more effective care through 

recognising and monitoring signs and symptoms.  You can read more about our preliminary 

observations on the OEPS blog. 

Workshop Update 

In the first two years of the project the OEPS team 
has facilitated 55 workshops for institutions and 
organisations across Scotland from Stornoway to 
Dumfries.    

The three most popular workshops have been: 

 ‘Understanding the Learning Journey’ which 
we’ve run with organisations intending to 
develop new online materials and/or new 
practice 

 ‘Introduction to Open Educational Practices’ 
which has involved groups of Union Learning 
Representatives in considering how to use OER 
and OEP in the workplace; 

 ‘Thinking about Open’ which provides an 
introduction to OER and OEP for staff working in 
the formal education sector 

We are looking forward to running a further seven 
workshops in September 2016.  All of the workshops have evolved as we have learnt from 
participants.  As we enter the final year of the project we’ll be focusing on sharing workshop 
designs and materials on the OEPS good practice hub so that they can be used and adapted by 
anyone who wishes to. 

Heriot Watt workshop (CC BY 4.0, Beck Pitt) 

Contact us 
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 Workshop at #OESPforum4 (CC BY, Maggie Nguyen) 
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