
A VISION FOR OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES AT UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

FOR THE COMMON GOOD
Teaching and learning materials exchange to enrich 
the University and the sector.

To put in place the support frameworks to enable any 
member of University of Edinburgh to publish and 
share online as OER teaching and learning materials 
they have created as a routine part of their work at 
the University.

To support members of University of Edinburgh to 
find and use high quality teaching materials
developed within and without the University.

Fluid Mechanics - Prof. Clive Greated has created 
a fantastic series of 32 Fluid Mechanics videos and 
made these available on YouTube (with a CC BY-NC-
SA licence) for anyone to watch, learn, and re-use.

OER LEARNING AND TEACHING POLICY
The University’s Learning and Teaching Committee 
has approved an OER policy that outlines the
University’s position on OERs and provides 
guidelines for practice in learning and teaching. The 
policy is intended to be enabling and to be “clear 
and concise to encourage participation by all”.

The University encourages staff and students to use, 
create, and publish OERs to enhance the quality of 
the student experience, enhance the provision of 
learning opportunities for all, and improve teaching 
practices. It 
also recognises that use, creation, and publication of 
OERs are consistent with the University’s reputation, 
values, and mission to “make a significant, sustain-
able and socially responsible contribution to Scot-
land, the UK and the world, promoting health and 
economic and cultural wellbeing.”

ed.ac.uk/academic-services/policies-regulations/policies 

OER WORKSHOPS
Open to all staff and students at the University and 
run at multiple campus locations, these workshops 
are designed to educate in the digital literacies of 
OER practice. Participants learn how to build openly 
shareable educational materials by remixing free and 
open resources through the development of short 
visual presentations using openly licensed content. 
Participants are guided through the process of
reusing and sharing open content, learning about 
Creative Commons licenses along the way.

WHY THE UNIVERSITY HAS IMPLEMENTED AN OER VISION
The OER vision builds upon work, custom and practice already in place within the University and provides a strategic approach to publishing open educational resources 
at scale. The University is well placed to adopt an open licencing approach to learning and teaching materials, including those developed for MOOCs and online distance 
learning courses, for which the copyright is already held within the University.  The University’s Library Committee has just a proved a proposal to adopt an ‘open by
default’ approach to our digital collections. This would default to CC0 for metadat and CC-BY for digitised content where possible. Information Services currently offers a 
complimentary copyright advisory service to academic colleagues and students.

MITIGATION RISK
A clear vision for OER at University of Edinburgh will mitigate the reputational risk 
which may follow as a result of colleagues referring to online learning materials as 
‘open’ when they are available under closed or unclear licence.

DIVERSITY
OER contribute to sector-wide initiatives on openness, access, equality and diversity
by enriching the knowledge commons and promoting sharing and reuse.

The OER vision for University of Edinburgh has three strands, each building on our history of the Edinburgh
Settlement, excellent education, research collections, enlightenment and civic mission.

EDINBURGH AT ITS BEST
Showcasing openly the highest quality learning and 
teaching.

To identify collections of high quality learning
materials within each school department and
research institute to be published online for flexible 
use, to be made available to learners and teachers as 
open courseware (e.g. recorded high profile events, 
noteworthy lectures, MOOC and online distance 
learning course content).

To enable the discovery of these materials in a way 
that ensures that our University’s reputation is
enhanced.

Generative Syntax with Professor Caroline Heycock 
is series of 10 videos on YouTube (with a CC BY-NC-
SA licence) created for the School of Linguistics and 
English Language at the University of Edinburgh. 
The class uses the free online textbook “Syntax of 
Natural Language” by Santorini and Kroch at http://
www.ling.upenn.edu/~beatrice/s….

EDINBURGH’S TREASURES

The University of Edinburgh is committed to supporting open and sustainable learning and
teaching practices by encouraging engagement with Open Educational Resources (OER) within the curriculum, 
and supporting the development of digital literacies for both staff and students in their use of OER. To do this 

the University has created an OER service within its Information Services, and has implemented an OER policy 
to specifically promote and encourage a culture and practice of creating, sharing, and using OER. 

Making available online a significant collection of 
unique learning materials available openly to
Scotland, the UK and the world, promoting health 
and economic and cultural well-being.

To identify a number of major collections of
interdisciplinary materials, archives, treasures,
museum resources to be digitised, curated and 
shared for the greater good and significant
contribution to public engagement with learning, 
study and research (e.g. archive collections drawn 
from across disciplines, e.g. History of Medicine/
Edinburgh as the birthplace of medicine/Scottish 
history/social change).

The Centre for Research Collections Flickr account 
showcases a selection of the rare and interesting 
digital documents for the public, allowing users to 
get a taste of the fantastic materials the University 
has to offer. Images in this collection are licensed 
under CC BY-NC-SA.

OPEN.ED
Open.Ed was created as a ‘one-stop-shop’ to show-
case our approach to OER in a consistent way. The 
site provides:

• Access to the OER service supporting staff and
 students in using OER.
• A calendar of OER workshops and events across 
 campus providing both students and staff with
 training to support making informed decisions
 about licencing options for their OER.
• Best practice and ‘How to’ guidance.
• OER news and information.
• Showcases OER created within the University,
 highlighting best practice and OER exemplars.
• Aggregates blogs from some of most our
 prominent open practitioners.

It should be noted that this website is not a
‘repository’ of OER, but may integrate lightweight 
search and curation tools as it is further developed.


