
The Open University in Scotland works in partnership 
with a range of organisa ons who share its 
commitment to increase learning opportuni es for all 
and to widen access to higher educa on. 
Over the past 10 years this collabora ve work has led to 
the development and produc on of a range of open 
educa onal resources to support learners make the 
transi on from informal learning to formal study. The 
focus has been on crea ve development of the 
curriculum that includes input from learners 
themselves.  
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and 
provide the opportunity to gain 

one of three digital badges. Although they 
do not carry any formal credit, badges are 
a useful means of recognising informal 
learning.  

 

 

www.open.edu/openlearnworks/caringcounts1 
www.open.edu/openlearnworks/caringcounts2  

www.open.edu/openlearnworks/course/php?id=844%3F 

www.open.edu/openlearnworks/course/php?id=843? 

For more informa on, please contact: r11 learning development@open.ac.uk 

      Caring Roles : Learning Lives  

 
 

Open Educa onal Prac ces and Widening Par cipa on 

OpenLearn is the home of free learning from The Open 
University.  
Open Pathways to Higher Educa on is designed to help 
people iden fy their own learning needs, navigate their 
learning journeys on OpenLearn and, if they are interested in 
taking it further, towards more formal study. It comprises a 
guide for learners, three ‘pathway’ documents and a learning 
log. It can be used by individuals and also as a tool for 
organisa ons, workers and volunteers with a remit to support 
individuals or groups of learners in diverse se ngs.  

Open Pathways: a joined up approach 
www.open.ac.uk/Scotland/openpathways 

Case study: Having completed with 
Dumfries Carers Centre, Lesley went on to study an Open  
University Access course. She has since enrolled part me with 
her local university to undertake a degree in Business Studies.  

 
 

“I think you de nitely lose 
con dence if you have to give up a 

career, for whatever reason. 
Re ec on helps you realise your 

poten al which can get lost in your 
caring role.” 

 

Lesley, Dumfries 

Open Learning Champions are interested in 
exploring the opportuni es available through 
free open learning resources, such as Open 
Pathways and re ec on courses which help 
learners take stock of where they are now and 
where they want to be. Open Learning 
Champions can come from community 
educa on, trade unions, libraries, third sector 
organisa ons, and support groups.  
A guide for open learning champions is 
available on Open Pathways. 


